BY KAREN ANDERSON
SPECAL TC WEST HAWAE TODAY

RURAL
COMMUNITY
LOOKS TO THE
FUTURE WHILE
EMBRACING ITS

the

heauty and simplicity of the area
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works his ranch in Ahualoa,
driving cattle by horseback,
aroping, mending fences and

tending to the lands that have been
in his family since the early 1800s,

The Paniolo Hall of Famer says that
akthough life in Ahualoa has changed

not;

bly in the last 15 years,

1Cea!

“Ahualoa
re’s been
isan

“I would like it to stay like it is right
Located on the Hamakua Coast 13

remain, despite the influx of new homes
miles from Waimea, Ahualoa.

and residents.
2 lot of development in the last several

years. [ used to know everybody here.

is a nice, peaceful place but the
Now I don't”

now, but life goes on,” he said

Ahualoa
ffee.
ill be

rying co

the eenter of Hawaii-grown coffee.

Some of the older homes in

still have sliding roofs for d
“Coffee was here before it ever came

originally settled by Portuguese ranchers
once-thriving sugar plantations nearhy.
The area was also known for its coffee
production long before Kona became

unincorporated rural area that was
and Japanese farmers to serve the

Abandoned coffee trees can st

found.

“The coffee

trees are more skimpy in Kona; ours
were big and full with big cherries”

Residents

rade,

said Josephine And
Ahualoa native and wife of the late John

n
3

The area’s most predominant
characteristic, however, is the plentiful

rainfall that often lasts for weeks on
end, making Ahualoa one of the wettest

locations on the Big Island.
report that for the last three months,

Andrade, William's brother.

to Kona
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wet.

“You must have a centrally located

wood stove with heat that can reach all
the rooms of your house to keep things

B> SEE AHUALOA PAGE 2C




